
 
 
 
 

 

CAFÉ Strategy: Trade a Word/ Guess a Word  
       That Makes Sense 

 
After learning to skip a word and come back, readers gain confidence that if they 

however, that readers understand what they are reading.  If they skip the word, 
come back, and are still unsure, it is a good idea to trade a word/ guess a word that 
makes sense

the gist of the text, they insert a word that makes sense in place of the unknown 
word. 

 
The strategy, trade a word/ guess a word that makes sense, provides readers with 

the option to continue reading by using a similar word for an unknown word.  
Reading continues and meaning stays intact.   

 
How can you help your child with this strategy at home? 

 
1. When reading a story with your child, cover a word or two in the text, leaving 

only the first letter showing.  Model how you use context clues and look at the 
first letter of the word to 

the passage.   
 
2. After modeling for your child, continue reading to the next covered word and 

hild to use context clues.  Ask 

  
 

3. Play a game with your child.  Say a sentence and leave a word out.  Let your 
child guess a word that would fit in the sentence.  Then, give your child the 
first letter of the word that you are thinking of to finish your sentence.  Have 
your child make another guess.  
sense.  rn to give you a sentence and leave a word 
out.  This short practice can be done in a short drive to or from school.  

Thank you for your continued support at home! 
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